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Background and Introduction 
 
My name is Paul Gevatkoff, and I am the Chair of our organization.  I will be 
facilitating this presentation on behalf of Citizens for Agricultural Land Reform. 
Our group wishes to express our thanks for the opportunity to make our 
presentation. 
 
Citizens for Agricultural Land Reform is a group of 38 paid members in the Peace 
River Region of British Columbia � east of the Rock ies � with diverse interests in 
land and diverse opinions, who agree upon certain common concerns to bring 
forward to the review committee.  None of us is opposed to preserving 
agricultural land; in fact, we believe that our proposal will help the Agricultural 
Land Commission focus its attention on vulnerable agricultural land that is 
currently under threat, while allowing farmers in northeast BC to continue farming 
in vibrant rural communities.  As northern residents, we are acutely aware of the 
need to preserve prime food-producing land. 
 
Our concerns will be presented against the backdrop of a region that is 
experiencing unprecedented growth in the oil and gas industry, and the impact of 
that industry on agricultural land, farmers, local communities and rural residents, 
workers and service providers to the oil and gas industry. 
 
Before we begin, let me outline the format our presentation will take: 
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� I will turn the floor over to our presenters Anne Clayton and Elvin Gowman, 
who will highlight and explain our concerns.  A printed copy of that portion of 
the presentation is available for you to take with you. 

 
� After Anne and Elvin have concluded, I�ll call for a 5 minute break. 
 
� After the break, our interviewers, Ferrol Pavlis and Dan McLeod, will conduct 5 

short interviews with Peace River residents.  
  
� These interviews are designed to demonstrate first hand, some of the issues 

experienced east of the Rockies.  This portion of the presentation will be 
recorded live on video.   DVD�s will be produced and delivered to the 
committee tomorrow. 

 
� At the end of the interviews, there will be a question period.  So that we can 

stay within our time limit, we ask that committee members save their questions 
until that time. 

 
� Our presentation will close with a brief summary.  
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Presentation 

Proposal 
 
In keeping with the Auditor-General�s recommendation that the Agricultural Land 
Commission �seek government�s support to make changes that will allow it to 
more effectively preserve agricultural land and encourage farming,�1 Citizens for 
Agricultural Land Reform are calling for a 5 year moratorium on participation of 
the Agricultural Land Commission in land use or subdivision decisions for land 
east of the Rockies.  This would encompass land within the boundaries of the 
Peace River Regional District and the Northern Rockies Regional Municipality.  
We propose that such a moratorium would be reviewed at the end of year 4, and 
we are confident that the result will be that agriculture has not been diminished, 
and that abolition of the Agricultural Land Reserve east of the Rockies will be 
seen to be viable.  
 
Rationale 
 
The need to focus limited resources 
 
The Agricultural Land Commission needs to focus its limited resources where it 
can best achieve its legislated purpose � to preser ve agricultural land.2 
 
According to Smart Growth BC: 
� 5% of BC�s land is suitable for farming; only 1% of that has the best soil with 

the highest capability for growing crops.  
� The Lower Mainland, Southern Vancouver Island, and Okanagan have the 

majority of the high quality soils in BC.  
� 79% percent of BC residents live next to land responsible for 78% of BC�s 

farm revenues.3  
 
It is our view that inclusion of land east of the Rockies in the Agricultural Land 
Reserve was part of a one-size fits all initiative of the government in the 1970�s.  
It was not needed then, and it is not needed now.  In fact, the agriculture land 
reserve east of the Rockies has become an administrative burden that the 
Commission cannot afford if it is to carry out its legislated mandate of preserving 
agricultural land.  Agriculture east of the Rockies is not under threat from 
increasing population pressure; its population growth has been significantly 
slower than the three areas with the majority of high quality soils. 
 

                                            
1 Auditor General of British Columbia, 2010 Report 5, Audit of the Agricultural Land Commission, 
September 2010. ISBN 978-0-7726-6335-1 
2 http://www.Agricultural Land Commission.gov.bc.ca/legislation/Act/Agricultural Land 
Commissiona.htm#section6 
3 http://www.smartgrowth.bc.ca/AboutUs/Issues/AgriculturalLand/tabid/111/Default.aspx 
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Compare the projected population growth east of the Rockies over the next 
decade of 9,500 with 173,700 on Southern Vancouver Island (Capital and 
Cowichan Valley Regional Districts.4 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ladder�s up against the wrong tree 
 
A glance at the Agricultural Land Commission�s Table 2:  Area Included and 
Excluded from the Agricultural Land Reserve by Regional District, in hectares5, 
gives an optimistic picture � there are 42,246 more  hectares in the Agricultural 
Land Reserve in 2010 than in 1974.  That is, until the reader realizes that 58% of 
this increase comes from the Peace River Regional District and is unlikely to 
represent prime agricultural land.  Most of it will be Class 4 and 5 land, added as 
a result of crown land purchases containing the stipulation that the land be put in 
the Agricultural Land Reserve.  
 

                                            
4 http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/pop/pop/estspop.asp#totpop 
5 http://www.Agricultural Land Commission.gov.bc.ca/Agricultural Land 
Reserve/stats/Table2_incl-excl_RDallyears.pdf 
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The Auditor-General�s September 2010 Audit of the Agricultural Land 
Commission, at page 9, confirms what most citizens of Northern BC already 
know � �The Agricultural Land Reserve�s overall siz e has changed little over 
three decades, but agricultural land in the south has declined� and �the amount of 
prime land has declined.�6  Graphs reproduced from the Auditor-General�s Report 

                                            
6 Auditor General of British Columbia, 2010 Report 5, Audit of the Agricultural Land Commission, 
September 2010. ISBN 978-0-7726-6335-1 
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demonstrate clearly that the ladder is up against the wrong tree, and worse still, 
the public is being duped by specious statistics. 
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While much of the Peace River Regional District is not agricultural land of the 
calibre of the Fraser Valley, there is a small amount of class 1 in the Peace River 
Valley.  Class 2 is also very desirable farm land in this Region.  While our group 
is divided in opinion about Site C, we all find it strange indeed that the 
Agricultural Land Commission, which can be so strident in its enforcement of 
non-farm use, has not uttered so much as a whisper about the Class 1, 2, and 3 
land in the 4,612 hectares to be lost to agriculture in the Peace Valley. 
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Just look at what the Peace River Valley produces….. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


